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Be Transformed, NOT Conformed!

The first step towards our own personal transformation in Christ is identifying the specific ways our own slavery to the natural is manifested and how we are conforming to the image and pattern of this world.  God obviously already knows it, but it's important for us to identify it in ourselves, so we can see ourselves as we really are, be honest before God, and cooperate with the Spirit in putting to death the deeds of our flesh. 

1. Look at some of the fruits of the flesh as stated in Galatians 5:19-21.  What are fruits of the flesh that you struggle with most (can be on the Gal. 5 list or not)?




Another aspect of our transformation is being filled, shaped, and controlled with the supernatural; that is, being filled and controlled by God via His Holy Spirit.

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.” Romans 12:2

2. List some of the benefits for those controlled by the Holy Spirit.

a. Rom. 8:11

b. Gal. 5:22-23

c. Gal. 6:8


The Holy Spirit can only dwell in and give these benefits to you if you are in a right relationship with the Lord; that is, one whose life is surrendered to Christ.  (I’m not fond of the phrase, “ Have you accepted Christ?”  The reason is simple.  Who are WE to accept HIM?  The question is, “How in the world is HE going to accept US!?”  When you apply to college, do you accept them or do they accept you?  I think the more appropriate phrase is, “You need to surrender your life to Christ” or something similar that acknowledges that God is the one in the position to judge and decide, NOT you)

“We hear so much about coming to Christ.  We hear too little of being crucified with Him.”

								Ravi Zacharias

3. Have you surrendered your life to Christ yet?  If not, are there any questions or comments you would like an answer or a response to?




Until we reach heaven, where we will be glorified, sinless, and perfect, we will always be engaged in the battle against sin.  Read Romans 7:13-25 where Paul describes the constant, vicious battle that took place within his own soul.

4. If the flesh is crucified and Christ now reigns in the believer’s life, why does such a battle exist?  Why does it seem like our old self – our flesh - is still very much alive?


Renewing Our Minds
	
To experience more victory in the battle between flesh and spirit, the Word of God must play a preeminent part in the believer’s growth in godliness.  God’s word must re-shape and re-new the control center of your life: your mind.  Remember that temptation to sin ALWAYS starts in your mind, not in circumstances (Mark 7:21-23).

“Don’t ever try to argue with the Devil.  He’s better at arguing than you are  . . . but you can use the weapon that makes him tremble – the truth of God.  That is why memorizing Scripture is absolutely essential to defeating temptation. . . . If you don’t have any Bible verses memorized, you’ve got no bullets in your gun!”
							From, The Purpose Driven Life p. 215, by Rick Warren

5. Study the following passages and list the believer’s responsibility in the use of the Scriptures.

a.  Joshua 1:8

b.  Psalm 1:1-3

c.  Psalm 119:11

d.  Matthew 4:1-10

e.  James 1:22-25


6. What sort of Bible memory pattern or habit can you start planning to implement?  (I.e. a verse a month, a chapter a year, etc.)





7. Is there anything from Rom. 12:2, Arthur's message, the Metamorphosis video, or Nabeel's testimony that you would like to discuss?





8. Memorize Romans 12:1-2 and recite it in your small group.


9. What areas of your life are you holding back from God, that you’re not surrendering to His rebuilding power and control, that you really don’t want renewing?  Perhaps it’s something you’re afraid of letting Him have control of?  What are you afraid of?  Confess to God what you’ve been holding back and then commit it to Him and ask Him to grant you to strength and commitment to trust Him with it.


“He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep in order to gain what he cannot lose.”

							Jim Elliot



