BS3 - "How Can This Be …?" Luke 1:26-38

Jesus: The Early Years

Total Devotion '12 - '13

Hey TD'ers, please review your notes, listen to the message, re-read the passage.  Then, write down some possible thoughts, issues, and questions to discuss during our small group time.  Come ready to contribute and share. Let's give our God our best!  He gave us His best!  His Name is Jesus.
Here are some questions to work on to get you started:
1. Read Luke 1:11-20 and then 26-38.  How do you feel about the different responses that Zacharias and Mary received from the angel Gabriel?  

a. What do you think the difference really was?
b. What do you think your reaction would have been?  How might Gabriel responded to you?
2. In the message, Arthur spent some time working through the issue of miracles, acknowledging  that some do not believe this is literal history due to a disbelief in miracles.  Do you believe in miracles?  
a. Do you think an understanding and discussion of miracles is pertinent to the Christian faith?
b. Do you think a belief in miracles is necessary to be a Christian?
c. Some skeptics believe that believing in miracles is unscientific and not for the educated, reasonable person; that believing in them is for backwards unintelligent people.  How would you respond to that? (Arthur's response begins at the 24:30 mark of the message)
3. Do some research on how the Roman Catholic church regards Mary and check it against Scripture.

a. What did you find out?  

b. How do you think Christians should regard Mary?

4. There's no doubt that Mary was a special young lady, from whom we can learn much.  Prior to the "annunciation," we don't know anything about her and why she found favor with the Lord.  But once she enters the pages of Scripture, we get a better picture of who she is and what she is about.  There is much for us to learn from her attitude and response (Arthur's treatment of Mary begins at around the 35:00 mark)
a. Jot down some observations about Mary's response to Gabriel and the situation itself.

b. What can you learn from Mary and what applications can you make to the life you've been given to live that will help you improve your relationship with the Lord? (listening beginning at 1:06:00 will help)
5. Read and ponder over verse 38.  Let it marinate over your soul.  What does she really mean?  What is she really saying?  Will you say the same?
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