BS1 - "Invested Dignity, Reflective Glory"
Tota Scriptura: All of Scripture for All of Life
Total Devotion '11 - '12
This study will build upon last Friday's message and assumes you heard the message.  They are meant to be integrated together, not one without the other, for the greatest impact in your life.  To hear the message, visit www.td.mbcla.org, and click Messages
Starting at the Beginning

As we launch the new year and begin our tour of  the Bible, here's the Bible's starting point :  here's the very first thing the Bible wants to say ( A good God made a good world, and made good people to do good things.  The Bible does not start with the fall of man; it starts with the goodness of creation.
1. Read slowly and carefully through all of Genesis 1, where it all began (literally), taking note along the way of patterns, contrasts, expressions, intentions, points of interest, etc. Before you do, pray and ask the Lord to open your mind and soul to what He wants you to see.
2. During the message, Arthur noted the beautiful, ordered four-fold pattern God used in the first five days of creation:
Divine command ( fulfillment of divine command ( elaboration of divine command ( day formula

a. Read through verses 1 - 25.  Use the following grid to chart this out.  As you do, look carefully at the details and note anything you've never really noticed before.  I'll do the first one for you as an example:
Verses
      Divine Command

 Fulfillment
    
        Elaboration



Day #

3-5
      Let there be light

 and there was light
      God separated light from darkness
    1
b. What does this exercise tell you about God the Creator?  Jot down thoughts and observations you have.  Go below the surface.
3. Study verses 26 - 31, when God created man on day 6. 

a. Describe the similarities and differences to the way He created everything else.

b.  What conclusions do these verses lead us to about the dignity and worth of humans?

4.  God pronounces his creation "good" each day.  

a. What is the significance of these pronouncements?  Think about it.
b. Elaborate on what you think He specifically means each day when He pronounces what He just created as good.  What was good about it?  I'll start you off.
Verse
What He Created

In What Ways It Was Good
4
light



It brought illumination to the darkness ( light illumines, makes known, 




reveals the truth, uncovers, warms up, gives hope
4. What summary conclusions about God, creation, and man can you draw from your study of Genesis 1?
The Beginning is the Key to the Present and the Future

You've often heard Arthur say that everyone has to answer four basic questions to life; the questions of origin, meaning, morality, and destiny.  What you may not realize is that the answers to the questions of meaning, morality, and destiny all hinge upon the answer to the question of origin.  

In the message, Arthur compared and contrasted 1) antiquity's greatest pagan myth of creation - Enuma Elish, 2) the atheists' explanation of our existence, and 3) the Bible's explanation of creation.
5. What are the implications of attempting to live meaningfully with a pagan worldview (where man is an afterthought, made out of losers' blood) or an atheistic understanding of our existence (where we merely evolved mindlessly and unintentionally into being)?    What are the inconsistencies of it?
6. How does the Bible's account and description of creation answer and bring coherence and meaning to creation, life, and our destiny?
Feelings … whoa-whoa-whoa-feelings …

Our worldview ultimately determines how we live life on a daily basis, and how we even handle things like our feelings and emotions.  In His classic hit song, "Feelings," Morris Albert expresses a frustration and inability to cope with his feelings of love, almost wishing he didn't even have them - "Feelings, nothing more than feelings, trying to forget my feelings of love … feelings, for all my life I'll feel it, I wish I've never met you, girl … Feelings, whoa - whoa - whoa - feelings."  Lyrics like that sound silly and are lyrically weak, but that song was wildly popular in the '70"s as its theme of frustration resonated in the lives of its hearers.

What do we do with our feelings?  Why do we even feel like we do if there was no feeling in our coming into existence?  What do atheists do when they are feeling thankful, but with no one ultimately to thank?  How do they make sense of feelings of depression, of betrayal, of being forgotten or forsaken?  How do they deal with those feelings?  
7. Who or what does the pagan/non-theist go to in order to help and answer?  How satisfying, and more importantly, how true and enduring can these answers and "solutions" be?


Christian songwriter and artist, Chris Tomlin, addresses these very real feelings in his song, "Faithful," and points to an answer that is not only comforting and hope-inducing, but that 


1) is logically consistent (it makes sense and is consistent with the laws of logic);


2) empirically verifiable (evidence is seen in the lives of followers); and 


3) experientially relevant (it is meaningful to life).  

His answer to those dealing with being fatherless, feeling forsaken and forgotten, having a wounded heart, a fragile soul?  That God is a faithful God who will be a Father to the fatherless, who will uphold the one who feels forsaken, who will love the wounded heart, and be a Shelter for the fragile soul.  


1) It's consistent and makes sense that a loving God would tend to, care for, love, and preserver His precious 


creation.  After all, He made us with purpose and dignity;


2) Scores and scores of His followers testify to this, lives are changed, miracles have happened, 


3) Knowing this produces hope and inspiration, and gives meaning, purpose, and value to life.

Faithful by Chris Tomlin

Faithful, forever You are faithful

Father to the fatherless

You uphold the one who feels forsaken

You are faithful, God

Faithful, forever You are faithful

Lover of the wounded heart

You defend the poor and the forgotten

You are faithful, God

And I will sing to the maker of Heaven and Earth

God, You reign forever and Your love will endure

Faithful and true is the name of the Lord

You are faithful, God

Faithful, forever You are faithful

Shelter for the fragile soul

You lift us up, You hold us all together

You are faithful, God

You are there in every season of my soul

You are there, You're the anchor that will hold

You are there, in the valley of the shadows

You are faithful, God
This is an answer that the pagan and atheist cannot give - not logically, not legitimately; for when there is no coherence, meaning, or love at the beginning or at the end, it cannot suddenly appear in the middle.

Coram Deo  

In the message, Arthur said that the more highly you value something, the more care you'll take with it.

Our studies in Genesis 1 reveal a great worth and value that God has placed on us right from the start.  A look at Revelations shows that worth at the end.  And in the middle, God "demonstrat(ed) His own love towards us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. " (Rom. 5:8)  "He, who knew no sin, became sin for us, that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us." 2Cor. 5:21 
8. Consider these questions and how you can respond to God's great investment of love and dignity towards you by reflecting His glory and love in this short span of time called life.

a. How can I value God more than I am doing today and how can I show it to Him?
b. How can I value those close to me with the value that God has given them, more than I am valuing them today?
c. How can I value those in the world around me more than I am today, and convey to them how much God values them?
