BS5 – “Preaching Christ Crucified”

The Cross: His Glory, Our Hope

Total Devotion ’06 – ‘07

Opening Thought

Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-25.  In this passage, Paul states that there are two ways people respond to the word of the cross – we either reject the gospel as foolishness, or embrace it as the power of God.  Furthermore, the way we respond, Paul says, also determines whether we will perish or be saved.  It reminds us that eternity and judgment are real.  Heaven exists, and so does hell.  Whether someone rejects or receives the gospel does not change these realities.  As we go through this study, we must keep these truths in mind, lest we ourselves grow cold to the gospel that we are called to preach.

Christ Crucified – Foolishness
1. Based on the message and also from your own experience, what are some of the reasons why people think the word of the cross is foolishness?

2. What can we learn from the following verses about why people reject Christ?

a. Mark 8:11-13

b. Mark 10:17-22 (in light of Luke 9:23)

c. Romans 3:10-12

d. 1 Corinthians 2:14

e. 2 Corinthians 4:4-5

3. In the deadness of our sin, every one of us rejects Christ.  What are some of the ways you rejected Christ before you became a believer?

Christ Crucified – the POWER of God!!!

In the deadness of our sin, the word of the cross is foolishness to us all.  However, the bible tells us that God’s call can change everything.  His call is NOT like a phone call or dinner invitation, but more like a lightning bolt that jolts hearts and gives us life.  The sovereign call of God is effective and it creates what it commands.

4. How do the following verses describe what happens when God calls them?

a. Ezekiel 36:26-37

b. Romans 6:1-11

c. 1 Corinthians 2:6-12, 1 John 5:20

d. 2 Corinthians 4:6

5. How did this happen to Paul? (Read Acts 9:1-18)

6. How did it happen to you?  Describe how you came to hear, understand, and receive the gospel as the power of God.

Preaching…Christ Crucified?

As we’ve been learning this year, when we come to the cross on our knees, God lifts us up and gives us a new identity.  In Christ, God’s wrath is satisfied, our guilt is removed, sin no longer has dominion over us, we are alive, we have a new life, we have a new hope, and our relationship with the Lord is restored.  In addition, God also gives us the privilege to participate in His redeeming work.
7. What do the following verses say about the special role we have as Christians?

a. 2 Corinthians 5:18-20

b. 1 Peter 2:9

c. Matthew 4:19

d. Matthew 28:19-20

e. Acts 1:8

8. When you think about speaking of Jesus to others, how do you react?  Do you find it easy or hard to share about your faith?

9. What kind of attitude did Peter and John have about proclaiming the gospel (Acts 4:13-22)?

10. For the disciples, sharing about Jesus seemed very natural for them.  It seems like they couldn’t keep silent. 
a. Do you think that the ability to share was natural for all the disciples?  Probably not.  Why, then, do you think they were able to do it so effectively?

b. What did the disciples share with others (1 John 1:3)? 

c. What was the purpose?

d. What are the important things you have seen and heard about Christ?

Getting Practical and Creative


Every one of us is a preacher.  What you say and how you live demonstrate to others how Christ is (or is not) working in your life.  There are many different ways that we can be an effective witness for the Lord.  The most obvious is through our words.  If you’ve gotten this far in the study, you’ve already practiced how to share about God in two ways: with your testimony (Questions 3 and 6) and a brief gospel message (Question 10c).  

Let’s practice some more.  If you haven’t already, use the space below to prepare your story.  As you write, make your testimony personal and Christ centered.  A bible verse or two is always helpful.

My Testimony

What was my life like before I trusted Christ

Conversion: How I trusted Christ

My life since I’ve trusted Christ

In addition to using our words, God calls us to be witnesses with our lives.

11. In John 13:34-35 Jesus says that the world knows we are His disciples by our _____________.  What are some practical ways that we can share the love of Christ with others?  Don’t be afraid to get creative.

12. According to Matthew 5:16, another way we can share Christ love is by our ______________.   What are some practical ways you can do this?

13. Look back on your testimony and the last two questions.  List 3 people that you can share your testimony with and show Christ’s love to.  Ask God to give you opportunities to do so during the next few months.

Coram Deo – Before the Face of God

“You are writing a gospel, a chapter each day, by the deeds that you do and the words that you say.  Men read what you write – distorted or true; What is the gospel according to you?”










-Anonymous

There are five gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, and the Christian.  Most people only read the last one.  Take a moment to search your heart and ask God to show you how can be a better witness for Him.

