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The Cross: His Glory, Our Hope

Total Devotion ’06 – ‘07

Hey TDers – As usual, this study is meant to complement the message, and assumes you have heard it.  To listen to the message, go to www.td.mbcla.org.  As you go through the questions, remember to come with a soft heart that is open to the work of the Holy Spirit.  Our bible studies are meant to help us look deeper into scripture, our own hearts and how God may be challenging us to follow Him in new ways. May God bless you as you seek Him!

Abraham – A taste of the cross

So far this year, we have been focusing much of our study on the vertical aspect of the cross.  We started off the year in the Old Testament with a taste of the cross by looking at the life of Abraham and how he was called to give up his son Isaac to the Lord.  In obedience, Abraham went up to the mountain with Isaac and laid him on the altar.  But, just as he raised the knife and prepared to slay his son, the Angel of the Lord intervened, stopping Abraham (see Genesis 22:1-19 for complete account).

1. How do you think Abraham felt during the course of this event?  How do you think Isaac felt?  Try to answer this question in light of the relationship that Abraham and Isaac had (It may be helpful to read Genesis 21)

2. How would you feel if you were called to sacrifice something precious to you?

The story of Abraham and Isaac foreshadowed what would happen two thousand years later, and gives us a taste of what it must have been like when Jesus was crucified and subjected to the full wrath of God, wrath that we deserved.  He did not spare His own Son, but gave him up for us all.

He who did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all

3. What kind of relationship existed between the Father and Jesus?  What do the following verses tell us about their relationship?

a. Luke 1:30-33, Luke 2:48-52

b. Matthew 3:13-17, Matthew 17:1-8

c. Colossians 1:15-20, Philippians 2:9-11

d. Hebrews 1

4. After reading these verses, how do you think God must have felt when He gave up Jesus to die on the cross? 

5. What was God feeling when Jesus cried out saying, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

We often take the cross for granted and forget the significance of the phrase “His own Son.”  About this, John Piper writes:

 “Consider the parts of it. First, the phrase "his own Son." Jesus Christ was not a man whom God found and adopted to be his son on earth. Jesus Christ is the pre-existent, indeed ever-existent, co-eternal, non-created, divine image of the Father in whom all the fullness of deity dwells (Colossians 2:9). Remember from Romans 8:3 that God "sent His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh." In other words, the Son existed before he took on human flesh. This is no mere prophet. This is God the Son.

The point of verse 32 is that this love of God for his one and only Son was like a massive Mount-Everest obstacle standing between him and our salvation. Here was an obstacle almost insurmountable. Could God, would God, overcome his cherishing, admiring, treasuring, white-hot, affectionate bond with his Son and deliver him over to be lied about and betrayed and abandoned and mocked and flogged and beaten and spit on and nailed to a cross and pierced with a sword like an animal being butchered. Would he really do that? Would he hand over the Son of his love? If he would, then whatever goal he is pursuing could never be stopped. If that obstacle were overcome in the pursuit of his good, every obstacle would be overcame.

Did he do it? Paul’s answer is yes, and he puts it negatively and positively: "He did not spare him, but he delivered him over." In the words, "he did not spare him," we hear the immensity of the difficulty and the obstacle. God did not delight in the pain or the dishonor of his Son. This was an infinitely horrible thing for the Son of God to be treated this way. Sin reached its worst in those hours. It was exposed for what it really is – an attack on God.  All sin – our sin – is an attack on God. A rejection of God. An assault on his rights and his truth and his beauty. But God did not spare his Son this treatment.”

(God Did Not Spare His Own Son, August 18, 2002)

The Cross – His Glory

The fact that God would put His only Son through such pain, suffering and wrath gives us a glimpse of how deep our sin is.  Sin is personal, and in order to deal with it God had to get personal.  Why would God allow this to happen?   The only way that God would allow His Son to be crucified is if it brought glory to Him.

6. From the message and the following verses, how was God glorified in Jesus when he came to the cross?

a. Isaiah 53:10

b. John 17:1-5

c. Mark 14:1-36

d. Acts 2:36

e. Romans 3:26

f. Hebrews 12:1-2

7. How is God glorified in your life – your conversion and your current walk with Him?

The Cross – Our Hope

When we come to the cross, we behold a love that is beyond anything that we can imagine.  It is a love that makes the old, new.  It is a love that brings transformation.  It is a love that turns the sinner’s heart.  It is a love that brings great joy in the heavens when it brings a man to his knees in repentance.  It is a love that we can NOT see, explain, understand or experience outside of the person Jesus.  He is in the only one in all of humanity that displayed such love.  And as believers, we know Him.  He died for you and for me and even though our circumstances and surroundings may change, nothing can take this love away from us if we are truly believers.

8. Each of us encounters trials and tests that are unique to our lives.  And it is often during these times that our heart is truly revealed.  We see what we rely on and where our hope is.  We also see our insecurities and weaknesses.  Think of a time recently when life “got hard.”  What kind of insecurities or weaknesses did God reveal to you about yourself during this trial?

9. What do you feel like when life “gets hard”?  Do you ever feel alone or helpless?  What do you usually do when you feel this way?

Let’s be honest.  Life is not easy.  We experience trials everyday both large and small.  And often we feel like no one understands how we feel. The sadness, loneliness, anger, frustration and stress become overwhelming.  This is where we have to be careful, because we are can easily be deceived by ourselves or Satan into to thinking and believing that God does not care.   Satan can be very sneaky by keeping us focused on the circumstances and how terrible we are feeling.  We feel more alone than ever and maybe even guilty because we’re having a hard time.  Instead of going to God we sit back and let the feelings of defeat and guilt get the best of us.  

What we should be doing in these situations is to RUN to the cross.  According to C.J. Mahaney, we need to stop listening to ourselves (and Satan) and start talking to ourselves.  As we learned in our discussions last quarter, our faith needs to be based founded on the objectivity of God’s truth and not the subjectivity of our feelings.  It is a battle that we encounter daily and just as an archer fills his quiver with arrows, we need to fill our hearts with the promises from God’s word.  Many of these promises are found at the cross.  RUN to the cross!  Fix your eyes on Jesus!

10. Reread and reflect upon Romans 8:31-39.  What kind of truths can we hold onto and place our hope in from this passage?  

11. Why is verse 32b so critical to our hope?  What is Paul getting trying to demonstrate about God’s blessing and promises?

12. What other truths and promises do you fall back on?  Look through your bible and find a few verses and share them with your small group.  

Coram Deo – Before the Face of God

Our relationship with the Lord can quickly dry up and become stagnant when we forget that He is with us at all times.  He sees us when we worship, hears us when we thank Him and knows when our heart is with Him.  God is also with us when we put Him on the shelf and take the gift of His Son for granted.  Take some time to examine whether your heart has become numb to the sacrifice God made when He did not spare His Son.  Confess it to the Lord and ask Him to help you to internalize what Romans 8:32 truly means.  Ask him to help you recapture the wonder of the cross.
  

