BS2 – “Why the Atonement?”

THE CROSS: His Glory, Our Hope

Total Devotion ’06 – ‘07

Hey TD’ers: To get the full value of this study, it’s critical to listen to the message. This lesson presumes you’ve heard it already.   Please go to the TD web site at td.mbcla.org to get up to speed.
The Problem
Why the atonement?  Study the following verses, summarize each one, and then explain in your own words what our problem is.  Write your explanation as if you were trying to explain it to someone – perhaps an unbeliever.
1. Justification and the Law

a. Rom. 3:10-12

b. Rom. 3:19-20

c. Rom. 3:23

d. Gal. 3:10

e. James 2:10

2. Why is it that we are unable to keep the Law?  Are we actually unable?  Are we able, but we just don’t want to?  Do we want to, but we’re not able?  Why is this discussion important to the discussion of salvation and the gospel?
Our Sin, Our Debt

As you can see, we have a big, big problem.  We are in big, big debt.  To make matters worse, we really don’t understand our sin; we think of our sin as merely making mistakes.  No big deal.  Everyone does it.  We neither acknowledge the severity of our sin, nor the personal nature of its offense toward God.
3. In the message, Arthur introduced the concepts of pecuniary debt and moral debt (listen to the mp3 on the web site, beginning at 51:00 minutes into the message).  Is it just splitting hairs, or is there a real difference?  As best as you are able, explain what the real heart of the matter is.  

4. What kind of debt are we in?  What does that mean for God and for us?

Hell

Romans 6:23 tells us that the wages of sin is death.  In Friday’s message, Arthur stated that though Christ saves us from many things (sin, Satan, self, etc.), He ultimately saves us from God’s wrath for sin.  God is saving us from Himself!
5. Look up the following verses and make note of what God is saving us from:

a. Matt. 10:28

b. Matt. 13:41-42

c. Mark 9:47-49

6. How do you feel when you read these verses?  Does this seem fair/unfair?  Too extreme?  Do you think hell is necessary?  Why or why not?  Jot down your thoughts and any questions you have.

Atonement

The word atonement literally means “at-one-ment” - being at one with, or reconciled with.  It means making reparation or amends for wrong done.  In Christian verbiage, the atonement refers to Christ’s death on the cross.
In the message, Arthur explained that, historically, there have been three views on whether the atonement was really necessary:

1) that it was unnecessary; 2) that it was hypothetically necessary; and 3) that is was absolutely necessary  - (for further explanation of these positions, go to minute 41:00 of the message).
7. Why is the correct view to this issue so important?  What is at stake if we get this wrong?

8. Was God the Father obligated to accept Jesus’ payment for our sins?  Why or why not?

9. Read 2Corinthians 5:21.  Regarding this verse, Charles Hodge wrote, “There is probably no passage in the Scriptures in which the doctrine of justification is more concisely or clearly stated than [2Cor. 5:21]. Our sins were imputed to Christ, and his righteousness is imputed to us. He bore our sins; we are clothed in his righteousness... Christ bearing our sins did not make him morally a sinner... nor does Christ's righteousness become subjectively ours, it is not the moral quality of our souls... Our sins were the judicial ground of the sufferings of Christ, so that they were a satisfaction of justice; and his righteousness is the judicial ground of our acceptance with God.”

Explain how Jesus’ work on the cross could actually satisfy the debt we’re in?

10. Look up and summarize the following verses:

a. Eph. 4:32

b. Col. 3:13

11. What is the basis of God’s command for us to forgive others?  How and why are we able to do it?
12. When someone has wronged you, you usually forgive them by accepting the apology and pardoning the wrong done – no atonement needed, right?  Why doesn’t God just forgive repentant sinners, like we forgive those who have sinned against us – without an atonement?  Isn’t He merciful and gracious enough to just forgive us?  Are there any verses to support your answer?
13. Discuss the ramifications and implications of your answer to question #3.
Coram Deo
God is just too good to us.  Plain and simple.  The aim of this study is to get you to think more thoroughly about your salvation.  Phil. 2:12 says to “work out your salvation with fear and trembling.”  The more you work it out, the more you appreciate just what the Lord has done and is doing.

14. Have you been sufficiently appreciating your salvation?  Write a prayer to the Lord expressing your gratitude.  Be specific in your thanks.  Show appreciation for the special nuances and intricacies that make our salvation complete.  Be colorful, effervescent, and most importantly … real.
