BS5 – “When the World Hates You” Jn. 15:18-27

Knowing You

Total Devotion ’05 – ‘06

Knowing You has been our theme in TD this past year.  For some believers in different parts of the world, to know Christ is to suffer.  To some, following Christ means making a conscious decision to be forsaken by their families, friends, work, society, etc.; to be seen as outcasts in society, rejected by those they love, ignorant  to the truth, all because this is their lot as followers of Jesus Christ.  But how do we as believers here in America who have the luxury to worship God freely, truly associate with them?  Let’s take a closer look at this week’s passage to better understand what John is trying to tell us as followers of Christ.

1. Read through John 15:18-27.  Highlight some key words or phrases that seem to repeat themselves. 
2. The word HATE is repeated 8 times in the 8 verses.  Why do you think John places so much emphasis on the idea of the being hated by the world?

3. Do John’s statements seem to be just a bit too extreme for us today?  Especially us living in a country where we have the freedom of religion?

4. Has there ever been a time where you have been made to feel like your convictions and beliefs as a Christian didn’t seem to be in popular demand?  Please share with your small group.
5. We see more and more in our society the moral decline of America.  Think about some current events in news where Biblical Christian views have been challenged or hated.
6. What do the following verses tell us about how the world will view us as believers?

Matt 10:22


Luke 21:16


1 Peter 2:21-24


1 John 3:13


2 Timothy 3:12

We always hear about the calling of Jesus’ disciples and apostles, but do we really hear about their death?  It never ceases to humble me when I read about their martyrdom. 

Paul- Taken out to the city to the place of execution, where he was killed by a sword

Peter- crucified upside down because he didn’t think himself worthy to die in the same manner as the Lord

Andrew- crucified

James- brother of John, beheaded

Philip- crucified and stoned to death

Bartholomew- beaten by staves and crucified

Thomas- slain with dart

Matthew- body was run through with a spear

James- brother of Jesus was stoned to death

Simon- crucified

Mark- drawn with ropes into the fire and burned

John- exiled for 70 years on the island of Patmos
7. The writers of these verses are all convinced that the lot for followers of Jesus Christ is persecution and hatred by the world.  No where in these verses does it state that you might be hated, or you might be betrayed, or you might be persecuted. As followers of Christ, how does that make you feel knowing that one day you too may be hated and persecuted?

Sometimes I get so comfortable living my in my own little Christian bubble here. Not even phased by the persecution my brothers and sisters in Christ face in different parts of the world.  I’ve included a couple short news reports of persecution that just happened this past month.  Please read the full story online and pray for those who are persecuted. These are the stories I was going to read to you guys on Friday night, but left at home.  They’re really great articles so please take the time to read through them.  It really made me realize just how little I knew about the persecution that happens everyday for fellow believers. 
TURKEY: Pastor Beaten by Five Muslims Claiming Connection to Al Qaeda

www.persecution.com/news/index.cfm?action=fullstory&newsID=355
INDIA: Pastor Beaten by Radicals While Police Watch

www.persecution.com/news/index.cfm?action=fullstory&newsID=356

Well TDers, as most of you know, last Friday was my last TD meeting for a little while.  Lord willing, I will be back to visit and fellowship with you all again.  God is leading me to do His work full time in China . I will be working with local believers there and supporting the church in whatever ways they may need help, in hopes that those who have yet to hear about the saving grace of Jesus Christ, will get the opportunity to do so.  Preparing for this last week’s message and this week’s bible study has been especially meaningful to me, since the study itself is so close to my heart.  Even though I was initially hesitant in taking up the task of preparing a message and bible study, after some gentle nudging from Arthur, I agreed.  As I read through and meditated upon the passage, it only helped to confirm God’s perfect will and His perfect timing for my life.  I will miss you all dearly and look forward to the day where we’ll meet again.  Thank you all for making my last night at TD so memorable and unforgettable.  I cherish our time together and can’t wait to hear about all that God is doing and will continue to do in your lives while I am gone.  May you all continue to grow in your love for our God through the reading and studying of His Word.  I love you. 

Love, 

Anna 
