BS1 – Jesus: Our First Love

Knowing You

Total Devotion ’05 – ‘06

Note: The message given Friday is foundational to this study.  Much of what was taught will not be covered here but is very important to really get the most out of this study.  The message and this study are meant to be done in tandem.  You can listen the message on our website: td.mbcla.org.
To Know Me is to Love Me
1. “To Know Me is to Love Me” is a popular phrase; it’s often seen on bumper stickers.  Explain what you think this phrase means.  Is it true?  Why or why not?
2. Many of you will be married one day.  I’d like you to dream a little bit and commit your dreams to the Lord.
a. Describe the ideal qualities of the loving relationship you’d like to have with your future spouse.
b. Describe the ideal qualities of your possible future spouse.
3. As we studied last year, Christian marriage is ultimately a portrayal of the relationship between Christ and the church, not the other way around.  We are His bride, He is our Bridegroom.  The closeness, the trust, the intimacy, and other-centered love that is to characterize a great marriage is meant to point us to an even deeper, more intense love relationship with Jesus, our First Love.
a. Look at your descriptions for 2a above.  How does your relationship with Jesus compare?  Describe the strengths and weaknesses of your relationship with Him.

b. Look at the qualities for 2b above.  Are you displaying these qualities of an ideal “spouse” in your relationship with Jesus?  What qualities do you possess and what do need to improve on?  What changes in your relationship with Him do you think He would appreciate?
4. On Friday, we discussed Revelations 2:2-5 (please read).  
a. In verse 5, Jesus asks us to remember from where we have fallen; to remember how it was with Him before we started drifting away.  Do you remember when you first came to know and love the Lord?  When and where did that happen?  What was it like?

b. Stop and savor the memory for a moment.  Have you ever been “in love” with Jesus, or “on fire” for Jesus, or felt overwhelmed by His love, or felt really excited and full of joy in your relationship with Him?  Describe what those times were like.
c. Jesus also calls us back to “first deeds.”  What were some of your “first deeds” for your first love?  

d. Normally, things we do for the first time aren’t done as well as they are after we’ve had some experience doing them for a while.  Not only do we not do them as proficiently the first time around, but our maturity level is young and less informed.  Why then do you think that Jesus is calling us back to our “first deeds” if our “first deeds” aren’t usually the best of deeds?  What is He really calling us back to?
5. On Friday, I told you that I perceived there to be a “disconnect” between what many of you know and profess, and the way you live your life; that, somehow, the real presence of Jesus seems to be missing.  One youth, a few years back, summarized the problem this way when he confided to me, “I’ve been a Christian for a long time, I grew up in the church, I know the answers, but I don’t feel my faith.”  Can you identify with this person?  If so, where do you think the point of disconnect is in your life?
Getting to Know Him
6. Read the following verses and jot down their significance for your life and in your relationship with Jesus:

a. Matthew 28:20b, John 14:16-18, Hebrews 13:5 - 8
b. Read John 17.  This is one of the last things Jesus did before being arrested, “tried”, and crucified.  He was praying.  He was praying for His disciples.  He was praying for you (verse 20).  Think of it.  Before Jesus went to the cross to receive the brutal fury and wrath … of God, He was praying for YOU! (stop and think about that for a moment)
i. What does that say to you?

ii. Read through the chapter and jot down the things Jesus was praying for you about (cite the verse # too).

iii. Of all the things Jesus was praying for, what strikes you the most?  What means the most to you?
iv. If Jesus’ prayers for us are to become realities (and they will; see Phil. 1:6), what do verses 13-21 tell us will be the major ingredient God will use to answer Jesus’ prayers for you?  Do you need help in this area?  Can we at TD be of help?  How?
7. Of the 4 ways I gave on Friday to help you reconnect better with Jesus (read the Bible in a fresh existential way, have deep conversations with Him, converse with Him all the time, and include Him in all your conversations and activities), which one(s) are most useful to you?  Why?

Coram Deo 
8. Read Revelation 3:19-21.  Does this passage apply to you today?  Does the Lord need to correct and discipline you today?  How so?  Is He knocking on your door?  
9. If you are ready to take your relationship with Christ to a new level, He’s ready and waiting for you.  Starting today, read one chapter of John every day in a fresh, vibrant way, and you’ll discover Jesus in a new, exciting way.  And don’t forget to ask a counselor if you want to discuss a part of a passage, or if you have any questions.
10. Write a prayer to the Lord, the One who loves you more than anyone else loves you, and ask for forgiveness for the way you’ve treated Him, taken Him for granted, ignored Him, and offended Him, etc. (whatever applies to you).  Then commit to Him the areas of your life that have brought a chasm between you; trust Him with them.  Then tell Him how you plan to improve your part of your relationship with Him, and ask Him to help you keep to it.  Then, go out there and do it, and love your First Love like you never have before!

