9 – “The Explicit and the Implicit”

Session 9

Knowing Scripture

I. The implicit is to be ________________________________ of the explicit.  The _________________is to be interpreted in light of the ________________________.  (This is very similar to the concept that the narrative is to be interpreted in light of the didactic)
A. The explicit is made_________________________________ ( it’s what the Scriptures actually say.

B. The implicit requires ____________________________________ to draw inferences from the text.

II. We must read pro-actively and we must often make inferences but __________________________.
A. Inferences drawn from implicit passages can be clear and unambiguous but also can be ________________________________________.

B. There is clear biblical truth that is clearly _________________ in the Scripture but not __________________ ( 
C. There is doctrine that is that seems _________________________, but that you can’t claim absolutely due to lack of volume of evidence or cryptic language 

D. There is doctrine that is formed that is ____________________________ ( 

III. There are English words that have _________________________________.
IV. Every passage of Scripture must be measured and interpreted against ____________________________.

V. Small Groups


At the heart of the Calvinism/Arminian debate is the question of how a person comes to Christ.  Do people come to Christ on their own or does God “irresistibly” draw them?  Read your assigned section of John’s gospel and collect passages and verses that speak explicitly and implicitly  about a person’s ability or inability to come to Christ apart from the Father’s drawing.

VI. Homework



Inductively investigate doctrine of the trinity.  Take three sheets of paper and write “Father”, “Son”, and “Holy Spirit”.  Divide the papers into three columns with the headings “Names Attributed”, “Powers Attributed”, and “Response Demanded”.  Now look up all the occurrences of the words “Father”, “Son”, and “Holy Spirit” in the New Testament using an exhaustive concordance (go to the reference section of the website td.mbcla.org).


Record your findings and develop your conclusions.  Is the doctrine of the trinity legitimately inferred from the New Testament?
