6 – Literary Forms, Pt. 2
Session 6

Knowing Scripture

I. Review Homework

II. Literal Forms, Pt. 2
A. Review Literal Forms, Pt. 1

B. P_______________________ ( attributes personal, human characteristics to inanimate objects.

C. H___________________  N_______________________ ( describe actual events that have occurred

Characteristics of _______________________________:

a. A setting in ____________________ and/or in real __________________________ 
b. A __________________ style 
c. The presence of _________________________
d. No obvious ____________________________ 
III. Homework
A. Read Chapter 3, Knowing Scripture
B. Use the daily readings below to further acquaint yourself with the differences between personification and historical narrative.
Monday:
Read Numbers 22-24.  Is this passage an example of a fable teaching a moral lesson or a historical narrative 

conveying facts about a miracle?

Tuesday:
Read Isaiah 55 and identify the different literary forms present.

Wednesday:
Read John 1:1-18 and 1John 1:1-4.  Is John describing an historical event?  How do you know?

Thursday:
Read the accounts of the empty tomb in Matt. 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-11; and John 20:1-10.  Is a 


historical event being described, or a moral story?  How do you know?
Friday:

Read about the appearances of the risen Christ in Matt. 28:11-20; Luke 24:13-53; and John 20:11-21:25.  Is 

this myth or history?  Explain.

Saturday:
Read Paul’s account of Christ’s resurrection in 1Corinthians 15.  What historical elements are present?

For Further Study
1. The messianic prophecies, in particular, speak of the future supernatural intervention of God in history.  Their fulfillment occupies much of the New Testament account of Jesus’ life and of His second coming.  Study these passages and note any hermeneutical problems that might occur.  


Genesis 3:15


Deuteronomy 8:15-19


Isaiah 9:2-7


Jeremiah 23:5-6


Micah 5:2


Zechariah 9:9-10


Luke 2:1-20


1Thess. 4:13-18

a. Are these intended to be literally fulfilled in history?
b. Is there any personification, metaphor, phenomenological language, hyperbole, or anthropomorphic language being used?  How might that alter the traditional interpretation of the texts?

2. Interpret these passages and state why you have drawn your conclusions:

a. Isaiah 6:1-13

b. Ezekiel 1:1 – 3:15

a. Revelation 5, 12, 13
