5 – Literal Interpretation and Literary Forms

Session 5

Knowing Scripture

I. Review Homework

A. Study Matt. 20:1-16 using the “5 CON’s”, then give the interpretation, summarize what you learned, and then list at least 15 applications/implications.
B. Come up with a possible misinterpretation of the verse.  What other topics or questions arise from a study of the verse that are possibly debatable and will require further research and isn’t quite so plainly evident? 

II. Literal Interpretation

We should interpret the Bible ___________________, in the way it was intended to be ___________.
III. Literary Forms


How do we know the way specific passages were intended to be read?  One way is to look at the ____________________  _________________ in which it was written.

A.                                                              language (the language of appearances) – describes events as they appear to the naked eye.

B.                                                           are often used 
C. The use of                                                – an intentional exaggeration of the truth in order to make a point

D. The use of                                           and                                              – used to illustrate points by comparison to objects in nature or everyday experience.

E.                                                        Language – communicates ideas in human terms

Small Group Discussion

1. Do you find that metaphorical language communicates more clearly to you or confuses you?  When you speak to others about Jesus, do you speak more literally or do you use symbolic language, similes, and metaphors at times?

2. Why do you think Jesus consistently use metaphorical language to reveal Himself? (see John 6:35, 41, 48, 51; John 8:12; 9:5; John 10:7,9,11,14; John 11:25; John 14:6; John 15:1,5)
3. Certain religions believe that God has a physical body with identifiable body parts.  Read the following passages.  What conclusions do you draw?  How do you know your conclusions are correct?
a. Genesis 11:5

b. Exodus 3:20
c. Deuteronomy 4:34
d. Isaiah 59:1

e. Isaiah 64:1,2

4. What theological and practical problems result from an incorrect view of God (such as the view in question 3)?
5. If you were speaking to a cultist, what Scripture could you use that goes beyond the metaphorical that speaks directly to the nature of God’s being? (Eg. John  4:23-24) 
Homework

This week, take a closer look at Jesus’ use of literary forms:

Monday:
The purpose of parables?  Matt. 13:1-23

Tuesday:
The meaning of the parable of the sower?  Matt. 13:1-23

Wednesday:
What is the theme of the parables in Matt. 25?

Thursday:
What literary form does Jesus use to communicate truth about Himself and the Holy Spirit in John 7:37 – 44?

Friday:

Take a look at Jesus’ use of hyperbole: 



Matt. 6:2-4:



Matt. 7:3-5



Matt. 23:23,24



Mark 10:24-25
