“An Introduction to Studying the Bible”

Knowing Scripture

Session 1

I. What the Bible Is
A. What does the Bible mean to you?
B. The Bible means a lot of things to a lot of people – and that’s important – but what’s even more important is what it means to God. 
1. Jn. 17:17 - His word is ________________; therefore, anything that is contradictory is _______________!

2. 2Timothy 3:16-17 – all Scripture is ___________________:

a. It is profitable for ____________________________.  It will structure our worldview.  What we believe determines how we ____________________.

b. It is profitable for ____________________________.  It tells us when we’re out of bounds and crossed the lines.

c. It is profitable for ____________________________.  After identifying our errors, it gives us the way back.

d. It is profitable for ___________________________________________.  It is our “coach/trainer” in doing God’s will.
3. Hebrews 4:12  - It is our ________________, our ___________________, and our ______________________.
C. It’s important to note that the Bible is about _________ more than about __________: 
1. It’s HIS ______________________ to us -  how do we know anything personal and specific about God unless He __________________ it to us?
2. We can know ___________________him through observation and the record of ________________, but the only way we can ________________ Him is through direct ______________________ with Him.

D. What is the best way to get to know someone and grow in a relationship with someone?  
E. I said the Bible is more about _______ than about ________. 
1. What I mean is that we are not to read the Bible to see how __________________________________, no, I believe we should read it to see how _______________________________!  
2. IT is ______________________________ and WE  ________________________________. 
II. Viewing the Bible
A. Q:  Why is the Bible difficult for people to read?  
B. The Bible is not ___________________; we ________.  

The Bible grounds us in __________________________________.
C. The Bible is not ___________________; we ________.  
D. Our goal here is NOT to _________________________, but to have the Bible _______________________.
III. Getting the Most of this Class
A. The goal this summer is NOT to __________________________ and add it to __________________________ ; it’s to give you a chance to _________________________________. 
1. Thus, consistency, intentionality, priority, passion, persistency are all key … and TIME.  We’ve got to give God time.
2. LISTEN!!  God is NOT _________________________ … you’re ______________!

3. God often reserves His ___________________________ truths for those who will take the time and effort ________________________. 
4. A Commitment to Make: 
IV. Homework
1. Study Psalm 119 this week.  There are twenty-two sections, each section corresponding to a letter of the Hebrew alphabet.  Read three sections a day and four sections on the last day.  
a. Find at least 10 verses this week which reflect the psalmist’s attitude in approaching God’s Word (as opposed to applying God’s Word).  Too often we read first for application rather than read first for understanding God.  
b. As you read each day, keep a running tab of the following: 
i. The psalmist’s feelings about Scripture

ii. What you learned about God

iii. Benefits of studying Scripture.

2. Read Chapter 1 of Knowing Scripture
