BS9 – “Working Heartily for the Lord in All Things” Col. 3:22-23
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Message Outline (for those listening to the message on CD or on the TD website)
I. Intro

II. v. 22 - “Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.”

A. Who are slaves?

B. Why didn’t Paul try to overthrow slavery?  One of the arguments people use against Christianity is that Christianity supports slavery.  

C. What Does the Bible Say About Slavery?

1.  Good slavery



2.  Bad slavery 
D. “Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth.”
E. “Not with external service as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord”

1. How if you don’t cheat or break the rules?
2. What if you actually are doing good, not for yourself but for others?

F. Questions about v. 22

1. Does this only apply to slaves?  
2. Must we obey in ALL thing? 
3. What’s wrong with duty as long as we do a good job?

4. 4.What if my boss/authority is too demanding?  Unreasonable?  Requires me to live an imbalanced life?

5. Why does God want us to live in this way?

6. Do Christians have to be the best at what they do?

III. V.23 - “Whatever you do, do your work heartily as for the Lord rather than men”

IV. Conclusion

22 – Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.

23 – Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men;








Colossians 3:22-23
God and Slavery

In New Testament times, slavery or servant hood was part of the social fabric of the Roman Empire.  In fact, slaves or servants comprised half the population.  It was the norm.  The Greek word used is doulos, which is translated “slave” or “servant.”  It is used 127 times in 119 verses in the New Testament.  It is always used in a normal, matter-of-fact employee/employer kind of way, without the special emphasis or alarm we place on it today.


The Bible doesn’t spend a lot of time trying to “reform the system.”  It just acknowledges that slavery is taking place and, instead, spends time instructing believers how to deal with it – it doesn’t really condone or condemn slavery; it’s just saying, “If you are a slave, this is the way to glorify God in your situation.”  

This stance has confused and disappointed many people through the ages.

1. We spent some time on Friday looking at some of the ways the Bible addresses slavery, but there’s not that much there.  Why do you think this disappoints some people?  Why do you think God has largely chosen not to emphasize social reform, regarding slavery, within its pages?  (On Friday, Arthur gave 7 possible reasons why Jesus and Paul didn’t try to abolish slavery during their time on earth.  If you would like to review those reasons, you can listen to them on www.td.mbcla.org.  Can you think of any more?)  Does this mean that issues such as these are not that important?
2. Review the following NT verses and summarize what slaves were to do and why?
a. Col. 3:22-23 

b. 1 Tim. 6:1

c. 1 Tit. 2:9-10

d. 1Pet. 2:18-20


What is the driving theme behind these verses?

3. As we discussed on Friday, these commands are not only for slaves but for all Christians who are subject to authorities in their daily lives (parents, bosses, teachers, counselors, coaches, etc.).  On a scale of 1 – 10, how well would you say your attitude, focus, and work represent the spirit of the verses in above question?  What area needs improvement?  What are some concrete and doable strategies you can implement to improve your life and witness in these areas?
4. During the Civil War era in the late 19th century, and again, more recently, during the civil rights movement in the 1960’s, defenders of the reigning law cited the Bible texts (like the ones above as well as Romans 13, where we are instructed to obey government) as reasons why civil disobedience and revolt were unbiblical.  Much debate still endures today as to whether the US’s Revolutionary war against England was unbiblical.  What position do you take on these issues; what Scriptures influence your thought process?  What are some of the difficult issues that need to be threaded through?
For Further Study
Joseph and Daniel are two of my favorite “heroes” from the Bible.  They also happened to be slaves.  They encourage and inspire me with their commitment to doing things God’s way, and with integrity through and through.  Even when circumstances seemed to be against them, they took God at His word and refused to compromise or “help God along.”  God honored them.  If you’re interested in getting serious about honoring God in ALL things, I encourage you to study the lives of Joseph (Genesis 30 – 50) and Daniel (the book of Daniel) this summer; it just may change your life!
A Matter of the Heart


In both verses 22 and 23, it is clear that the Lord is not only concerned with our work or actions, but is profoundly concerned with the state of our hearts.  He wants us to do all things with sincerity of heart and to do all things heartily, or full of heart.
5. Why is this so important to God?  Why isn’t it enough to just “do the job”?
6. In what areas of your life (tasks, relationships, responsibilities, etc.) do you find yourself just “doing the job” without your full heart?

7. Knowing that doing anything without your full heart is ultimately dishonoring to God, write down one thing you can and will do to have more heart for each of areas listed in question 6.

8. One may object by saying, “You can’t manufacture or generate heart.  You either have it or you don’t.   If you don’t feel like it, you don’t feel like it.  You can’t make yourself feel enthusiastic.  Otherwise, it would be fake, hypocritical.”  How would you respond to that?

Training Your Soul

As Christians, we are to be characterized as people of the Truth, not people of feelings; not to say, that we don’t feel.  No, just the opposite.  We do feel.  We feel intensely and are commanded to do so – we are instructed to rejoice, mourn, delight, and weep, to name a few.  However, our feelings are to be subservient to our convictions, so that we act according to what we know to be true and right rather than acting according to how we feel, which often times leads us astray.  When our convictions and our feelings are not in sync (i.e. “I know I should do this but  I don’t really feel like it), we need to train ourselves not only to do what is right, but we also need to train feelings to rejoice in doing what is right, even if it’s not what our flesh desired.
Stop Listening to Yourself !

An important method for developing this kind of maturity is the principle of preaching to yourself rather than listening to yourself.  D. Martyn Lloyd Jones once made the comment, “Have you realized that most of your unhappiness in life is due to the fact that you are listening to yourself instead of talking to yourself?”

You know exactly what he meant.  In the solitude of our minds, we tend to grumble, complain, moan, groan, and whine far more than anything else.  “I’m so tired.”  “That sucks (using teenage vernacular).”  “She’s so unreasonable.”  “What a jerk.”  “Ooh, I’m sore.  I don’t want to go.”  “It’s hot.” Ad nauseum, ad infinitum.  Sound familiar?  When we listen to our natural selves, we listen to the flesh, and reside in the flesh.  

CJ Mahaney, in his useful little book, The Cross Centered Life, writes, “We can either listen to ourselves and our constantly changing feelings about our circumstances, or we can talk to ourselves about the unchanging truth of who God is and what He’s accomplished for us at the cross.”








Martin Luther wrote, “[The righteousness of Christ] is entirely outside and above us.”  That’s why, says Mahaney, we need to stop looking inward and look outward at the work of Christ on our behalf.  We need to, as Sinclair Ferguson has stated, “expend our energies admiring, exploring, expositing, and extolling Jesus Christ.”  TD’ers,  can I here an “Amen.”?

When we preach truth to ourselves and resolve to be people of truth, we will be lifted out of the worldly and its gravitational circumstances; we will be lifted to the spiritual, rising above our circumstances.
A Personal Application


As many of you know, I completely tore my anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) in my left knee a couple of weeks ago.  The ACL is primary ligament of two ligaments (the other being the posterior cruciate ligament (PCL) that keeps our upper leg and lower leg joined tightly and is designed to allow us to move laterally, to plant our feet, and to pivot.  I still have fluid in my knee, walk with a limp, and still have some numb pain.  If I choose surgery, then they’ll take a tendon from my leg and create a new ACL; it will be a 9 – 12 month rehab, if successful.  If I don’t choose surgery, I can still participate in forward/backward motion activities, but will be severely limited in activities that require lateral movement.


I tell you this to let you know that in my natural flesh, when I listen to myself, I get kind of down and discouraged about it.  However, I am constantly preaching God’s liberating truth to myself to remind me and convict me of the truth that our sovereign, loving, good God is working this out for my good (Rom. 8:28), that I can learn to be content in all things (Phil. 4:11), and that He’ll never leave me (Heb. 13:5).  Before I preach these principles to you all, I must first preach it to myself.
9. Read through Romans 8:5-11.  When you talk to yourself, don’t you have to listen to yourself?  Discuss the idea of talking to yourself vs. listening to yourself and relate it to the relationship between the flesh and the Spirit.  Try to explain how this strategy is to actually work in the life of the believer.
Coram Deo 


Coram Deo literally means, “before the face of God.”  It was an expression used by the Reformers to convey the idea that all of life is lived before the presence and authority of God.  For our purposes, the Coram Deo section of the study is meant to be a time of openness and transparency before God, scouring our souls and asking Him to do what He needs to in our lives.
10. In what areas of your life do you find yourself grumbling and listening to yourself too much?  In circumstances?  In relationships?  In school?  In church?  At home?

11. Find some Scripture and biblical principles that you can preach to yourself to help you grow in character and godliness.  After you find them, list them down, and then start preaching!
