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Bless and Curse Not
“Bless those who persecute you; bless and curse not.”








Romans 12:14

1. Have you ever been harassed, harshly teased, picked on, discriminated against, either subtly or overtly?  If so, how did it feel?  List 3 words that describe how you felt?

2. How did you respond to your “persecutor(s)” during the time it happened?  Would you respond any differently now if it were to happen again? 

3. Look up the following verses and jot down the key point.

a. Matt. 5:44-48

b. Luke 6:27-28

c. 1Cor. 4:12

d. 1Peter 3:9

On a scale of 1 – 10, with 10 being the most difficult, how hard would it be for YOU to live out these verses?  What would be the most difficult aspect for you?

When we are persecuted, mocked, blacklisted, fired, discriminated against, and teased, we are not called to withstand it, tolerate it, and ignore it; we are also not to bad-mouth them, wish evil upon them, nor to curse them.  Not only that, we are to actually find ways, despite our anger and our pain, to BLESS our persecutors and desire their best.  That’s hard!  That’s not natural!  That is supernatural.

 “He who can obey this precept is a transformed man.”

          




B.W. Johnson

“The problem with Christianity is not that it has been tried and found wanting; the problem with Christianity is that it has been found difficult and left untried.”  

                     




G.K. Chesterton

4. Why do you think God wants us to respond to our persecutors in this manner?  What good will it do?

5. Read Matt. 5:38-48.  It is important to note that 

a. Summarize what this passage teaches.

b. To whom does this apply and to whom doesn’t it apply to?

c. On Friday, Matt brought up the issue of if and when self-defense is applicable.  What’s your answer to that?  Are there any verses in Scripture to support your answer?

d. Are there any other questions you can think of that emerge out of this passage?

e. How do you reconcile this passage with Exodus 21:24, Leviticus 24:19-20, Deuteronomy 19:21, and James 4:7?

Blessing Your Persecutors
6. On Friday, I gave you some important ingredients that are necessary toward blessing your persecutors.  Write a quick sentence or two under each point explaining why they are important.

a. Realizing that you are of the same cloth (you’re every bit the sinner they are – Rom. 3:23).

b. Being angry, but sinning not (Eph. 4:26).

c. Having faith that God is in control and is working this for your good (Rom. 8:28).

d. Praying for them (Matt. 5:44).

e. Forgiving them (Matt. 18:21-22)

f. Seeking reconciliation, if possible, and doing good to them (Rom. 12:18, Ex. 23:4-5)

7. If you have an “enemy” at the moment, write down a prayer for him/her/them.  If not, write what a prayer for an “enemy” would be like.

8. What are some practical, actual ways you can do good to your enemies?

Forgiveness

“Forgiveness. Nothing is more foreign to sinful human nature.  And nothing is more characteristic of divine grace.”

                       









John MacArthur

Before you are able to bless your persecutors, you must first forgive them; not only in deed or speech, but in spirit and heart as well (Matt. 18:35).  This may well be the most difficult part of blessing our persecutors.  We may be able to will ourselves to not respond in vengeance.  We may even be able to respond with a kind deed.  However, to actually forgive our persecutors from our heart can be extremely difficult; however, we are never more Christ-like than when we forgive.

9. Right after giving us The Lord’s Prayer (Matt. 6), the Lord Jesus also warns us that if you do not forgive your trespassers, God will not forgive you.  Explain what this means and doesn’t mean and how it applies to our salvation.  Substantiate your answer from the Bible.

10. When Moravian missionaries first went to evangelize the Eskimos, it is said that the couldn’t find a word in their language for forgiveness.  They had to combine a series of shorter words into one compound word: Issumagijoujungnainermik.  Though the word may look crude, its meaning is beautiful: “Not being able to think about it anymore.”   Read 1Cor. 13:5.  What does “not taking into account a wrong suffered,” mean?  Does forgiving someone mean we are to not remember what that person did?  Is there a context when remembering what wrong a person did is appropriate, and even righteous?

11. Read Luke 17:3-4

a. How are we to respond to a repentant enemy? 

b. What if the offending party shows no remorse and continues to persecute and harass you and don’t ask for forgiveness?  Are you still to forgive?  Still to bless?

c. If you forgive someone, should you still seek for justice and punishment to be carried out for that person?  In what situations should justice be carried out?  In what situations should it not?

Coram Deo

1. Is there someone in your life today who has offended you or hurt you?  If your answer is “yes”, proceed to a, b, and c; then to number 2.  If your answer is “no”, go straight to number 2

a. Do you still hold a grudge?  

b. Are you able to pray for their well being and forgive them? 

c. Make plans THIS WEEK to bless him/her/them with an act of kindness.  Share what you plan to do with your small group so they may keep you accountable.

2. If we are to bless even our persecutors, it stands to reason that we ought to be pro-actively seeking to bless those whom we’re indifferent to, those we have nothing against but just don’t have much to do with – acquaintances, newcomers, strangers perhaps.  Make plans THIS WEEK to bless someone you don’t know very well.

For Further Reading:

The Freedom and Power of Forgiveness, John MacArthur (a great book!)

