“Abhor What is Evil, Cling to What is Good”
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Living Supernaturally


Living supernaturally means living above or higher than that which comes merely naturally in, what the Bible calls, the “flesh”.  It means being controlled by His Spirit (supernatural), not by yours (natural); operating by His power (supernatural), not by yours (natural).  

1. Throughout the New Testament, Paul states that spiritual blessings, spiritual rewards, spiritual power, spiritual endurance, spiritual wisdom, etc. are to be found “IN Christ or IN His Spirit”.  At home, when I’m not thinking right or acting right, I say that I’m “IN Arthur”.  Look up the following verses and summarize everything the verses say of being IN the Spirit and of being IN the flesh by filling in the chart.

               IN the Spirit         

           IN………………………………….











        (write your name here)

a. John 6:63

b. Romans 7:5

c. Romans 8:5-8

d. Gal. 5:19-23

e. James 4:4

Write a sentence or two (or three) that summarizes the teaching of these verses.

“Let love be without hypocrisy.  Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good”









Romans 12:9

Let Love Be Real, Not Fake!

Pastor Chip Ingram says that hypocritical Christians kept him from coming to Christ for a long time:

“A lot of people don’t become Christians because of …Christians.  That was my experience …When I meet Christians that lie, that say one thing and live another way, that go on and on about what they read in the Bible and then tell me about what they watched in a movie the day before; then they tell me a joke that’s way off color …what do I do?  I say, ‘I don’t need your stuff, I don’t need your religion.  I don’t see how you can have your God over here in this compartment, then you live your whole life just like me and tell me I need Jesus.  Give me a break. I’m sorry, I don’t buy that.’  I grew up that way.  

Thank God I met (real Christians) who live out what it looks like to be… perfect?  No!  Together?  No!  Authentic, real, winsome, loving, kind; and they messed up, but when they messed up they did this amazing thing and said, ‘excuse me, we’re not perfect, we messed up.  We’re followers of Christ and we messed up.  Will you forgive me?’  I said, ‘Wow, maybe there’s hope for me, because I’ve messed up (too).’”

“Hypocrite: one who affects virtues or qualities he does not have”

                                                                                                                Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary

2.    In what areas of life do you see Christians being hypocritical?  How do you feel when you witness hypocrisy?

3. If Christians are forgiven of sin, and new creatures in Christ, why do you think they still feel the need to be fake or hypocritical?

4. Are there areas of your life where you’re hypocritical?  If not, are there areas that you know you’re getting close to being hypocritical?  Why are those areas of life difficult for you?

5. The Lord Jesus reserves some of his harshest words for hypocrites (i.e. Matt. 23), and the Bible condemns hypocrisy (i.e. Is. 32:6, Job 36:13, 1Tim. 4:2).  Why do you think hypocrisy ultimately matters to God?  What’s at stake?

How to Let Love be Real: Abhor What is Evil


Here, in verse 9, Paul makes somewhat of an odd statement, “Abhor what is evil.”  Why does he feel compelled to write that?  Why not just say, “Let love be without hypocrisy” and leave it at that?  Isn’t this call to abhor evil stating the obvious?  Don’t we all naturally abhor evil?  Well, yes and no.  

When we encounter evil in real life, we tend to abhor it because we see how horrible it really is.  However, when we encounter evil in the realm of our thoughts and imagination, we tend to enjoy it somewhat and even desire it.  Consider the quote below.  

"In reality nothing is so beautiful as good; nothing so continually fresh and surprising; so full of sweet and perpetual ecstasy; (and) no desert is so dreary, monotonous and boring as evil.  In our imagination, however, it’s reversed.  With fantasy, good becomes monotonous, boring and dull and flat.  Fictional evil becomes varied, intriguing, attractive and full of charm."








Malcom Muggeridge quoting Simone Weil

Paul is getting to the heart of hypocrisy here, the desires of the inner man.  As someone once rightly said, “You are not what you think you are; rather, what you think, you are.”

One of my tests or gauges of evaluating my spiritual maturity is by looking at what entertains me.  I can teach, preach, serve, and do all that, but that’s not an accurate gauge of my spiritual progress.  Rather, when I get home and am alone, that’s when my real spirituality shows itself.  What makes me laugh?  What do I think is beautiful?  What do I long to do with my time?  How do I spend His time and money (I say His because in actuality they are His, not mine)?  What do I dream of and/or fantasize about?  What excites me?  What do I think is drudgery?  What do I end up watching?  Reading?  Listening to?  It’s a checklist of my feelings, to see where my feelings and desires are really at.

It is the answers to these questions that reveal to us whether love is WITH or WITHOUT hypocrisy in our lives.

6. Take some time to ask yourself some of the questions above.  Are your desires in line with real, authentic love for God?  If not, what areas do you find yourself not abhorring evil, when you know should?

How to Abhor Evil: Train Your Desires by Clinging to What is Good

Feelings are vital to the Christian life.  They can make life enjoyable, dreadful, and unpredictable.  They are God’s gift to us and can help us gauge our progress.  If unchecked and relied upon solely for our decision making, our feelings can lead us to make poor decisions, resulting in feelings of guilt and regret.  However, if our feelings are properly guided, checked against, and grounded in right thinking, they can be lead us into noble and courageous decisions.

7. Where we usually think of feelings as something that just emerges and is out of our control, in Romans 12:9, we see that God commands us to feel hatred or abhorrence toward evil.  God is commanding our feeling.  In fact, we see elsewhere in Scripture that other feelings are commanded as well.  Look up the following verses and fill in the feeling that is commanded.

A. God commands us to feel _______________: Philippians 4:4.

B. God commands us to feel _______________: Psalm 42:5; Romans 12:12.

C. God commands us to feel _______________of Him: Luke 12:5.

D. God commands us to feel _______________of Him: Colossians 4:2.

E. God commands us to feel _______________ for His name: Romans 12:11; cf. Titus 2:14.

F. God commands us to feel _______________for Him and others: Matthew 22:37-38.

G. God commands us to feel _______________for His word: 1 Peter 2:2.

H. God commands us to feel ____________________: Ephesians 4:32.

I. God commands us to feel ________________in our hearts: Colossians 3:15

To begin to love authentically, Paul essentially says that we must train our desires to feel a hatred for evil in our hearts and minds.  He says that the way to train our desires is by “cling(ing) to what is good.”  The imagery here is that of letting go of one thing (evil), turning in the opposite direction and embracing its opposite (good).

Notice that Paul leaves no room for clinging on to both good and evil.  Yet, that is precisely what we end up trying to do, don’t we?  On Friday nights, we affirm that sexual immorality is wrong; then on Saturday, we celebrate it by watching it in a movie, or by dancing to its music.  On Friday, we vow to pursue a life of holiness and give God our best; then on Saturday, we go out with our school friends and try to live a little on the edge.  On Friday, we affirm that life is sacred and should be viewed as such; then on Saturday, we mimic the obliterating of life in a video game.  I could go on, but you get the point.  

8. When I find myself secretly enjoying the thought of some sin, I try to strip the sin of its allure, see it from God’s point of view, and remind myself of its true ugliness, of the hurt that it causes people, and of God’s hatred for it.  When seen in its true colors, I begin to detest it, as I rightfully should.  What other ways can you train your desires to not find sin so appealing, and to develop a keener sense of hatred for evil?

When Paul exhorts us to cling to what is good, it assumes that we know what good is.  What is good?  Jesus answers this in His reply to the rich, young ruler (Matt. 19:17), “There is only One who is good”.  Paul is calling us to cling to God!  Cling to whatever glorifies Him and helps us to do the same. 

The Greek word for “cling” is kollao, derived from kolla, which is the word for “glue”.  Thus, we are to love the highest good (good that points people to God), embrace it, cherish it, savor it, meditate on it, be controlled by it, and indulge in it!  And …cling to it for dear life!

Statistics tell us that “Christians” spend 7 times more time pursuing entertainment than spiritual activity.  We must be careful not to get caught into the trap of merely shifting our “harmful” activities to more “harmless” ones, thinking that we’re now clinging to good.  No, that too is will not be effective and doesn’t train the heart toward righteousness.  Consider the words of John Piper below,

("Acedia" = Boredom, Apathy) 

“It’s the sort of mood that explains the incredible prevalence of sports and video games and movies that explode with tension and danger and risk and close calls, and stunning explosions and feats of daring. In all these things we see the attempt of a culture to find excitement and adventure and strong feeling in a workaday world that is just plain boring. It’s as if we were made for exploits and adventure and exertion and passion and risk-taking in some great cause, and instead what we do all day is sit in front of a computer or shuffle papers or make deliveries or drive a bus or clean a room or sell a product or shuffle portfolios or prescribe medicines or fix gadgets. Life in the real world seems to fall so far short of what our hearts cry out for that the best we can do is create substitute, artificial exploits -- football, basketball, hockey, explosive movies, shocking video games -- anything to transport us out of the boredom of the real world, and give us a little taste of passion and zeal and daring and energy and strategy and courage -- even if it is an artificial world. Somehow it seems to help satisfy the craving of our hearts. 

Cultural Acedia 
I think William Bennett is right -- there is in America today a deep cultural acedia -- boredom and apathy. We look like we are having a great time as we go from one entertainment event and program and mall and movie to another, but it is all artificial. We are not excited with real life. We are desperately waiting for the weekend when we can play, because real life is just not connected with any great cause that inspires in us exploits of courage or daring or risk or adventure or strategy or dreaming or deep camaraderie. We wonder why our relationships are so feeble and thin and fragile. And deep down we know that part of the reason is that relationships go deep when arms are linked in a great cause that you are ready to lay down your lives for. Deep relationships are not cultivated by watching television or going to movies. “

                                                                    

 - excerpt from John Piper’s sermon on 1/19/97


Only when we cling to that which is, not merely “morally neutral” (i.e. games, G-movies, music, etc.), but to that which is actually GOOD(!), will we be able to cultivate a true hatred for evil, a love for good, and therefore, a love that is without hypocrisy.

"May not the inadequacy of much of our spiritual experience be traced back to our habit of skipping through the corridors of the Kingdom like children through the market place, chattering about everything, but pausing to learn the true value of nothing?"











AW Tozer

9. Read Ephesians 4:20 – 24, where we are instructed to lay aside the old self and to put on the new self.  List characteristics, habits, activities, attitudes, etc. that characterized you in the flesh (old self).  Then list, the new activities, habits, attitudes, etc. that you can do and have to help you cling to what is good and to nurture and develop your new self.

                        Old Self                       


                  New Self___________           

